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Arizona Legislature/ADEQ 

Arizona legislature is out of session.  No bills of interest. 

Arizona Methane Plan for MSWLF NSPS/EGs 

ADEQ submitted the state EG plan to EPA on July 26, 2018.   EPA is now required to update the MSW 

landfill NESHAP, as it currently references the old NSPS, and is at the same time engaging to gain 

feedback on the new NSPS and EG as well.   We probably won’t hear anything back from the EPA until 

March. 

Arizona Hazardous Waste Rulemaking: 

ADEQ is in the process of revising its hazardous waste rules to reflect a number of changes in federal 

hazardous waste rules over the past 10 years.  Included will be: 

1. The use of the e-manifest system for tracking hazardous waste shipments and removal of all 

references to paper manifests in the Arizona rule. 

2. Removal and reorganization of several ADEQ subsections to reflect EPA’s reorganization in the 

generator improvements rule.  This change in federal regulations allows a hazardous waste generator to 

avoid a higher generator status when generating episodic waste provided the episodic waste is properly 

managed, and allows a very small quantity generator (VSQG) to send its hazardous waste to a large 

quantity generator under control of the same person.  Other modifications include enhancements to the 

safety of facilities, employees, and the general public by improving hazardous waste risk communication 

and ensuring that emergency management requirements meet today’s needs. 

Note:  The Definition of Solid Waste rule will NOT be included in this rulemaking, but instead in ADEQ’s 

next HW rulemaking.  ADEQ expects to start stakeholder meetings for the next HW rule in early 2019, 

before this rule is final. 

 

ADEQ Waste Programs Workshops 

Event Location Date 

Hazardous Waste Rulemaking Stakeholder Meeting Phoenix 9/21/18 

Solid and Hazardous Waste Workshop Phoenix 11/15/18 

Agenda: Solid waste, hazardous waste, pollution prevention   

   
Details available at www.azdeq.gov/events 

Volkswagen Settlement:   

Arizona will receive nearly $57 million dollars over 10 years in settlement funds for projects that reduce 

nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions in areas of the state significantly affected by diesel emissions.  ADOA 

published the final mitigation plan on June 8, 2018, and Trustee approval or denial is expected in August 

2018.  ADOA requested an initial funding of $22.5 million for school bus retrofits and $13.8 million for 

fleet vehicles on July 27, 2018.  ADOA anticipates it will begin receiving applications for funding by 

September 2018.  
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ADOA is only accepting applications for school bus replacements and retrofits at this time, and 

anticipates that 100% of the funds will be dedicated to school bus fleets and state agency fleets. 

Details are available at https://vwsettlement.az.gov. 

Federal 

EPA Regulatory Agenda 

Draft rule to list hazardous waste aerosol cans as a universal waste rather than managing as a RCRA 

hazardous waste.   

Notice that EPA is considering revising the bulk liquids exclusion from landfills to facilitate wet, 

bioreactor landfill operations.   

Notice that EPA is considering revising the flash point test for determining flammability of liquids to 

avoid the use of mercury thermometers. 

Infrastructure Bill 

SWANA is lobbying Congress for an infrastructure bill investing in certain recycling programs, including 

• Retrofitting of MRFs 

• Expedited permitting for MRFs 

• Increased use of recycled materials in infrastructure products 

• Incentive grants for state/local governments 

• Education and training to promote recycling  

SWANA National indicates that this effort is going well and that we should have something ready 

following the midterm elections in November. 

China Scrap Ban 

On August 7, 2018 China announced a new 25% tariff on paper, plastics, and multiple categories of scrap 

metal effective August 23, 2018.  This is in addition to the restrictive quality standards imposed earlier 

this year. 

 

SWANA has teamed with 12 other trade organizations to form a new Recycling Industry Coalition to 

improve industry collaboration in address the challenges to recycling resulting from the China waste 

ban.  The goal is to simultaneously improve the quality of the recycling waste stream and increase 

demand for recycled materials. 

 

SWANA has made available a media kit with resources explaining the impact on the China Scrap ban on 

consumer recycling which is available for download from the swana.org website.     

 

The impact to Arizona has been classified as “Heavy” in Waste Dive’s impact tracking.  ADEQ indicated 

last Fall that businesses were “struggling some” with commodity prices, and local governments had 

been asking questions, but material was still moving. The state has since experienced many of the usual 

effects, and they appear to be worsening through the summer. 
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Food waste caucus 

 

SWANA National has been invited to participate in a new bi-partisan food waste initiative from 

Congresswoman Chellie Pingree (D-ME) and Congressman David Young (R-IA) to explore opportunities 

to reduce food waste.  The new House Food Waste Caucus will look at ways to promote food waste 

reduction across the food supply chain; provide educational opportunities to congressional members 

and staff; support efforts to reduce food waste at federal agencies including USDA and EPA; and 

collaborate with diverse stakeholders to highlight food waste success stories. 

 

Other: 

 

SWANA Technical Manual for Measuring Recycling.    SWANA National has recently adopted a policy for 

measuring recycling with transparent methods using consistent metrics, primarily by tonnage of 

materials. 


