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Arizona Legislature/ADEQ 

Election results for Arizona’s 54th Legislature: Republicans will maintain a 17-13 majority in the Arizona 

Senate (unchanged) and a 31-29 majority in the House (previously 35-25).  This leaves the Republican 

majority with room for only one dissenting vote in order to advance legislation. 

The First Regular Session of the 54th Legislature is scheduled to convene on Monday January 14, 2019.  

No bills of interest. 

Arizona Methane Plan for MSWLF NSPS/EGs 

ADEQ submitted the state EG plan to EPA on July 26, 2018.   EPA is now required to update the MSW 

landfill NESHAP which currently references the old NSPS.  EPA has indicated that they may review the 

new NSPS and EG concurrently with the NESHAP rule.   We probably won’t hear anything back from the 

EPA until March. 

Arizona Industrial Stormwater Permit Revision 

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality is proposing to reissue an Arizona Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (AZPDES) general permit for stormwater discharges associated with industrial 

activities to waters of the U.S.   There are a number of changes to monitoring and reporting 

requirements, along with several changes regarding online permit actions.  ADEQ will be accepting 

public comment on the draft permit through Jan. 7, 2019, and will be holding a public hearing at ADEQ 

on Jan. 7, 2018 at 10 a.m.  Details are available on ADEQ’s website at 

https://azdeq.gov/notices/MSGP_reissuance. 

Arizona Hazardous Waste Rulemaking: 

ADEQ is in the process of revising its hazardous waste rules to reflect a number of changes in federal 

hazardous waste rules over the past 10 years.  Included will be: 

1. The use of the e-manifest system for tracking hazardous waste shipments and removal of all 

references to paper manifests in the Arizona rule. 

2. Removal and reorganization of several ADEQ subsections to reflect EPA’s reorganization in the 

generator improvements rule.  This change in federal regulations allows a hazardous waste generator to 

avoid a higher generator status when generating episodic waste provided the episodic waste is properly 

managed, and allows a very small quantity generator (VSQG) to send its hazardous waste to a large 

quantity generator under control of the same person.  Other modifications include enhancements to the 

safety of facilities, employees, and the general public by improving hazardous waste risk communication 

and ensuring that emergency management requirements meet today’s needs. 

Note:  The Definition of Solid Waste rule will NOT be included in this rulemaking, but instead in ADEQ’s 

next HW rulemaking.  ADEQ expects to start stakeholder meetings for the next HW rule in early 2019, 

before this rule is final. 
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Federal 

Acting EPA Director Andrew Wheeler selected as new EPA Director 

Andrew Wheeler has been selected as the new Director for the EPA.  A former coal industry lobbyist, 

Mr. Wheeler is expected to continue the de-regulatory efforts at the EPA begun by former Director Scott 

Pruitt. 

Extension of Deadline for submitting State Plans for Emissions Guidelines from MSWLFs’ 

On October 30, 2018, EPA proposed extending the deadline for States to submit plans for MSWLF 

emissions guidelines under 40 CFR 60 Subpart Cf until August 29, 2019 consistent with revised timelines 

under 40 CFR Part 60.  EPA would then have 18 months to review state plans.  EPA is taking comment 

through 12/14/18 as to whether States that have already submitted plans under the old timeframe 

should be required to resubmit plans in accordance with the new plan submittal requirements.  SWANA 

anticipates that the extension will be approved. 

EPA Regulatory Agenda 

Draft rule to list hazardous waste aerosol cans as a universal waste rather than managing as a RCRA 

hazardous waste.  Final rule expected in September 2019. 

Notice that EPA is considering revising the bulk liquids exclusion from landfills to facilitate wet, 

bioreactor landfill operations.  Will be soliciting input on bioreactor design and operation standards. 

Notice that EPA is considering revising the flash point test for determining flammability of liquids to 

avoid the use of mercury thermometers. 

Infrastructure Bill 

SWANA is lobbying Congress for an infrastructure bill investing in certain recycling programs, including 

• Retrofitting of MRFs 

• Expedited permitting for MRFs 

• Increased use of recycled materials in infrastructure products 

• Incentive grants for state/local governments 

• Education and training to promote recycling  

A version has now been finalized and SWANA is in the process of making a final determination whether 

or not to support it.  The bill as it currently stands would establish competitive grants managed by EPA 

and given to states to distribute to eligible county and municipal recycling programs, MRFs, secondary 

recovery facilities, recycling facilities and manufacturing facilities. The grants will be used to expand 

investment in recycling infrastructure and programs. This comes as a result of the upheavals and 

challenges that are occurring to recycling programs across the country due to major market changes. 

SWANA expects to see movement within the next couple of weeks and then in coming session.  National 

will make an announcement whether or not they support the bill. 

 

 


